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THE BRETHREN EVANGELIST. 


world to seek, mid to save, that which was lost." 

How strange, we never prize these precious 
promises, until we are reminded of them, by know- 
ing ourselves to be in imminent peril. 

In ancient times, it i* said, that once a deerepid 
old man, (or wceiringly so) petitioned for an office 
of power; and finally after much petting and coax- 
ing, obtained it, but no sooner had be mounted his 
throne, than lie threw off hw garb ol meekness, 
and ruled his subjects, with an iron hand. Alas! 
too late, they discovered the deception and their 
mistake, and wished tor some one to warn iheit 
brethren, lest they might be decicved likewise. 
We have their example and Oh I that we might 
profit by it. 

Satan is just before ns and as the butterfly leads 
the truant boy hither and thither, so are we being 
led, and as the hoy, let us return wiser and sadder 
from the race. We have Moses and the prophets, 
and our blessed Savior, to lead and direct us on 
our way ; if we hear them not, neither would we 
hear the messenger of the tormented, though he were 
men from the dead. It seems that men are al- 
ways seeking for a miracle to be performed, be- 
foie they will believe; but il they were to look 
over our land, they might find many of them in 
the conversion of souls. If they wonld only open 
the door of their hearts and let the King of Glory 
in, they would experience what they desire to see. 

Are we working for the Lord ? It so, we have 
the blessed promise of success to the extent of a 
"hundred fold in this world, and in the, world to 
come, eternal life." Is this not enough to demand 
our labor and consideration ? 

There comes a time in the life of every man, 
when his conscience stings him for evil committed, 
and not only this, but he feels that, "Behold the 
Savior stands at the door and knocks.'' Just then 
is the time to do something and to do it soon. At 
such times the question will arise in the mind of 
that ain convicted soul, what must I do to satisfy 
this aching at my heart ? Why God bless you, 
take up your Bible and read it, for in it there is to 
be found eternal life "to every one that belie veth." 
Through the Gospel are we saved, not because ol 
our own merits, but through the grace of God. 

If we are doing anything, why are we doing it? 
Sinner you are serving mammon, and you know it I 
Why are jou doing so? Have you not felt at 
times, that you were on the wrong track? But 
just when you were "almost persuaded" to retrace 
your steps, satan woi.ld say "Don't be in a hurryf 
there's time enough yet" to reform: It is his fa- 
vorite game, and the mischief wrought by these 
few unexpressed words, cannot be calculated. 

We sometimes hear it said, that self is the worst 
devil we have to contend with. This perhaps is 
true, for we often come in contact with professors 
of Christianity, who have failed almost utterly in 
conquering themselves and are to a great degree, 
ruled or governed by their passions, and the satan 
of self. 

When the Savior said, "Let your light so shine, 
that others seeing your good works, may be con- 
strained to glorify your Father which is iu heav- 
en.*' He not only meant that his followers should 
be Sunday Christians, but that they should have 
the "Love ol God shed abroad" in their hearts at 
all times and seasons, "Be instant in season and 
out of season," and ever alive tn the good work. 
"In the morning sow thy seed" said the preacher, 
"and in the evening withold not thine hand, for 
thou knowest not whether shall prosper, or if both 
shall bo alike good." 

We know not at what moment a slip or the 
tongue or passion may cause the ruin of a soul, 
precious in the sight of God ; neither do we know 
at what moment, good advice, together with good 
example, may be the means of turning a soul from 
the error of its sinful way, "'unto the true and 
maryelous light," which lighteth every man that 
comes within its bounds. 

Example is one of the greatest attractions in 
life ; if good, it may - be the means of bringing 
many souls to Christ ; if evil, it may be the cause 
of sending thousands to destruction. 

When a great man lends bis influence and ex- 
am pie to the devil, be makes thousands of converts 
to follow him, all of which are finally, (unless they 


discover then mi-take) losi. Let us notice the 
word ' lost" and try to am-, rtnin what is meant by 
it.' When we consult the apostle Paul, in his let- 
ter to the Hebrew brethren, we find that he says, 
tn be lo-t, is to !»'■ "without Gol or without hope 
in tie world," jinrt flg.dn *'we ;ire »t rangers to tb 
commonweal 1 h of Israel." The sum of these 
thi.gs i qua! the word and condition "Lost." Let 
no keep them iu view and avoid the result. 

There are many so said Christians, who shrink 
from rebuking sin and vainly try to imagine, that 
Buch tasks belong only to the church officials ; but 
be not deceived, you have a work to do, a mission 
to perform, and 

"If you cannot speak like angels. 

If yon cannot preach like Paul, 
You can tell the love of Jesus, 

You can mhv lie died for all." 

When you have said this, you have given the 
whole story. Our ministers are not "all powerful," 
and we must all be preachers to a certain extent. 

I often ask myself the question, why can't every 
Christian in the land, do as did Andrew of old, 
who when he had found Jesus, findcth first his 
own brother Simon, and brought hitn to Ji-sus, 
If we would only do as much as Andrew, the 
tanks of sitan would be rapidly diminished and 
the cause of Christ would soon double itself in 
numbers and the borders of Zion thus he enlarged. 
One convert per annum, by each protessor of 
Christianity, would not be a very great task, but 
we fail in doing one one-huudreth part so well. 
Surely the prophet knew whereof, when he spoke 
the words, "My people doth not consider." The 
lack of consideration, is not only confined to pro- 
fessors ol Christianity, but it is the cause of mak- 
ing the sinner and neutral man, take the position 
they do ; for no man can know the goodness and 
greatness of God, but to admire and love Him. 

Yea verily, our example has much to do, with 
those around us. I venture the assertion, that 
there is not one person in this audience, who is not 
the example ol some other person or persons. 
There is always someone taking notes of our every 
movement, and it we make a blunder, being Chris- 
tians, the remark will surely he, "If he can do so, 
and yet b» a Christian, why can't 1 1 and it I can 
why can't everybody ? Of course we are only 
fallible, and therefore liable to mistakes,* but it 
requires an effort to commit a willful sin. I have 
often heard the remark, that there can be no harm 
in a civil game of cards. Perhaps there is not 
more harm in that than in any other game, which 
may be considered as entirely harmless. But 
even if there is not, we are all aware, that much 
harm ia being made of them, and while they may 
do us no harm, individually, some one may be 
tempted to follow our example, and thus be led to 
ruin. We should certainly feel wretched then, if 
our fallen brother should say, "your example has 
done this, I placed confidence in you, and you have 
betrayed it and have really been the agent by 
which I am led to my doom." Who shall be held 
responsible tor bis fall ? Christian friends, let us 
try to consider the importance of example and 
ever try to walk in the way that becomes us, and 
then if any follow after us, thev may be led "in 
the straight and narrow way, that leadeth unto 
life." Let us put away our- "rattle boxes" for 
since we pretend to be men and women, let us 
think and act, as men and women ought to do. 
The apostle Paul eays, "When I was a child, 
I thought as a child and acted as a child ; but 
since I am a man, I have put away childish things." 
Let us do likewise, for the example of every Chris- 
tian is needed to sow the good seed, that springeth 
up into life. We have evidently been jplaced here 
for a purpose, and the aim of our lives should be 
to make it a good one ; for "unto him that knoweth 
to do good, and doth it not, to him it is siff, " I do 
not believe there are any of us but know what it is 
to do right. Hence if we do it not, to us it is sin. 
Again, the Savior says, "He that knoweth my will, 
and doeth it not, shall be beaten with many 
stripes," but "He that knoweth not my will, and 
doeth it it not, the same shall be beaten with few 
stripes." Perhaps some one may think that ho 
can take advantage of this and close his ears to 
the word ef God, you are not excusable, for yon 
have had the privilege' of bearing it but beard it 
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not. Iynoriuce of the fmv excites im 0"<\ it I e 
under its jurisdiction, tor lie bad the privilege 
being acquainted wait i:. 

Allow us to consider ourselves working at some- 
thing and the < ask the question, "What, shall I 
teulisse from this '»ork in the end V" This is an- 
other very important question that should lie 
considered. There is no one, hut wishes to suc- 
ceed in anything he undertakes, and in nothing is 
there so much at stake, as in what we make of our- 
selves spiritually. The reward is eternal lile and 
endless bliss, or eternal death and endless misery. 
We are confident that there are none, desirous ot 
the latter, but "wide is the road and broad is the 
gate, that leadeth unto it." 

There is nothing easier than (o allow self and 
passion, to have their own way. It is verv easy to 
lay to our oars and allow the current !b rarrv 
our boat with it. In fact we may enjoy it for a 
time ; hut Niagria is below us, and if we would 
avoid it, we must pull our bark "up stream'" For 
eighteen hundred years, the advocates of Christi- 
anity have been crying, "Ahoy! the rapids are be- 
low you." Some have heard and retraced their 
course, while others have been dashed over the 
falls, because they heeded not the warning. 

When wo are made to realize the danger we are 
in, and lay hold of the oars to pull "up stream," 
the difficulty In gins and though we may become 
weary, we dare not lay do«n our oars, or tlie same 
danger awaits us, as in the beginning. If we re- 
main firm, the reward is sure and great. 

In the Christian experience, one meets with sin, 
temptation and the devil, frequently, and just so 
long as we allow them to go on undisturbed, we 
have smooth sailing, but wjjen we atter,:pt to re- 
trace our steps and overcome the adversary, it may 
seem quite a task. In fact, it is not the Christian 
that sails through life, "on flowery bids ol ease," 
tor there seem to be many things placed in his 
path to tempt him, but by the graee of* God, he 
can overcome all, even as Christ was tempted in 
the wilderness and triumphed over satan. "Watch 
and pray, that ye enter not into temptation, for ye 
know not the day, or the hour, when the Son of 
Man cometh." 

There are people in the world, who would lie 
gieatly shocked, if they were asked to attend a 
theatre' or other place of amusement ; hut they can 
tell a "little falsehood," with the greatest com- 
posure. Let us be * just in all things. Small 
things are worthy of our consideration, as well as 
great ones, and if we are able to overcome small 
temptations, we shall be the better prepared to 
overcome greater ones, and then have the precious 
promise that "Whosoever overcometh will I grant 
to sit with Me on my throne, eyen as I have over- 
came, and sit down with my Father on his throne.'' 
The goodness of God is great, for has He not 
formed this earth and beautified it, and even after 
the transgressions of our foreparents, did He not 
promise the destruction of the deceiver and the 
redemption of mankind ? God has had a people 
upon the earth, whom he always favored ; but they 
betrayed the confidence and goodness he had shown 
toward them. Finally, "He so loved the world, that 
He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever 
belie veth on Him, should not perish, but have ev- 
erlasting life." And thank God, the way of sal- 
vation was opened to us. 

All around us, we see the handiwork of Him, 
whom it is our duty and our privilege, to love, 
serve and obey. The gigantic oak of the forest, 
may represent his power and infinite greatness ; 
the flowers of the field, blush and droop their 
heads before Him or lift them to receive the nour- 
ishment He sends them ; and eveu the snowflake, 
is a symbol of his spotless purity. Man was creat- 
ed last, but iu the express image of God's person ; 
but how unlike Him in character, in greatness, in 
goodness, man has become. 

God's work, His goodness and greatness are 
before us, for our consideration. Let us study His 
work, love His goodness, and become heirs to His 
greatness. Now is the appointed time, for life is 
uncertain and dissolution is sure. 


"It la not for man to trifle, 
Life Is brief, and sin ia here, 

Onr age U but a fall log leaf. 
A dropping tear." 


